
 

Profiling the Informal Settlements of Namuwongo: A baseline survey for the PECTIS Project 

Executive Summary 

The area of study comprises the lower ends of six zones of Bukasa Parish: Kasanvu, Namuwongo B, Namuwongo 
A, Yoka, Kanyogoga, and Tibaleka. The survey was conducted using the following: review of literature and 
discussion with local opinion leaders 
regarding the history, current status and 
future plans of the community; a 
household questionnaire administered by 
the project team in all six zones; a physical 
inventory of major infrastructure utilizing 
geographic position systems; and 
laboratory testing for water quality. 

Community Background 

Through the 1970s and early 1980s, the 
area to the southeast of Kampala’s 
industrial zone was dominated by mud and 
wattle structures lacking any services. 
Beginning in 1984 a sites and services 
project was carried out to upgrade the area 
above the railroad tracks, divide into plots, and give out title to those desiring to build housing or commercial 
structures. Many of the original beneficiaries sold their newly acquired land title and some of them moved to 
the wetland side of the railroad tracks and built structures there. Providing services and road access to the 
informally built structures has been a serious challenge for the local communities and city authorities alike. 

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 

Most residents are either using stand pipes or protected springs for domestic water needs. The coverage of 
piped water is significantly higher in Kasanvu, Nam A, Nam B, and Yoka, than in the less densely populated 
Kanyogoga and Tibaleka. Pre-paid water meters have been installed at regular intervals in the denser zones, 
though usage is limited due to several factors, including the upfront cost of the RFID token. 

Less than 10 per cent of households in Kampala are connected to the central sewerage system and rely instead 
on pit latrines or septic tanks for their sanitation needs. Because of the high water table, such simple methods 
are not feasible in Namuwongo. The PECTIS project will test the feasibility of other on-site sanitation options 
such as composting toilets (aka ‘EcoSan’). 

Caused in large part by the lack of sufficient sanitation facilities and a reluctance or inability to pay for those that 
are existing, many residents have resorted to disposing of human waste in the environment. The sub-surface 
water samples taken during this survey reveal concentrations of faecal coliforms far higher than international 



 

standards for human contact. For more information on the status of public health in the community, see the 
2012 report by International Health Sciences University and Hope for Children. 

Solid Waste Management 

Ongoing efforts by community groups and charities to develop and maintain infrastructure and transport 
networks are having some success in containing and disposing of the solid waste in the community. However, in 
order to sustain and expand those efforts, additional garbage collection areas must be constructed and emptied 
regularly, recycling facilities must be installed, and communities must be sensitised to the need for changes in 
waste management habits. 

As with other infrastructure, there is a need to explore the possibilities of public-private partnerships and waste-
to-wealth schemes which could create sufficient revenues to motivate local entrepreneurs to provide 
communally beneficial services (e.g. recycling, briquette-making, toilets, etc.) 

Drainage 

Lower Namuwongo is in the unfortunate position of receiving both stormwater runoff from the Muyenga Hill 
and overflow from nearby Nakivubo channel. Hence, during large Kampala storm events, structures in the 
lowest-lying areas of the study area become inundated. The duration of such floods depends greatly on the 
capacity of the drainage network to carry the water back to the main channel. Moreover, the drains receive a 
large portion of the garbage, grey water and human waste from the immediate surrounding and are therefore 
contaminated with large flotsam and bacteria. 

The material quality and capacity of the drainage network varies greatly across the six zones studied. PECTIS 
intends to study the feasibility of using various constructed earth technologies to both line existing channels and 
built small bridges across them to allow for better mobility in the community. 

Conclusion and Next Steps 

Through this survey, much of the important public infrastructure has been evaluated and catalogued, and 
certain socioeconomic and environmental indicators have been documented. It is clear that the current 
methods and coverage for solid waste management, surface drainage, and sanitation are insufficient to prevent 
human illness and contamination of nearby ecosystems. In order to improve quality of life for the residents of 
lower Namuwongo as well as preserve the health of the Kampala surface water catchment, coordinated 
expansions of existing infrastructure networks, promotion of new construction techniques, and encouragement 
of innovative management structures must become a priority. 

The purpose of this baseline survey has not been to provide an official inventory of all physical capital or 
population statistics of the community, but rather to give a general picture of both the existing public 
infrastructure and the community-perceived needs in order to guide the future activities of the PECTIS project. 
These will include: a university design-build practicum, a vocational training course on eco-friendly construction 
techniques, community-based trainings in entrepreneurship and other skills, and finally, the construction of 
infrastructure prototypes in select areas of Namuwongo. More information at pectis.wordpress.com 


